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Rural Self-narrative: A Study of Landscape Representation in Rural Short Videos
Zhaoyi Lan
School of Journalism and Communication, Jinan University
[Abstract] The rural landscape is shaped and broadened through mediated media practices, with short videos
emerging as a significant conduit for rural representation. These videos reveals a transition from "other—oriented
narratives" to "self—narratives," which corresponds to shifts in the spatial depiction of rural areas. Empowered by
increased subjectivity, rural regions endeavor to transcend prevailing stereotypes of poverty, backwardness, and
isolation, instead portraying a picturesque and idyllic rural existence. This portrayal not only stems from rural
self—representation but also reflects urban perceptions of rural life. Under the combined influence of these two

forces, the rural landscape has undergone a new construction, and has also become entangled within the

imagination of a "digital utopia".
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